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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON U

23 Augus t 19 6

MEMORAifDUM FOR

The President

The attached report on "Ghost Rockets" received

from the National Intelligence Authority is forwarded

for your information.

WILLIAH D. LEAHTY
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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY
NEW WAR DEPARTMENT BUILDING

21st and VIRGINIA AVENUE N. W.
WAg INGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE I Change In Class. p 22 August 1946

-] Deciassiticd
C:M. Changed to: TSaSCjfl
Na;g. nieview Date: ----

LORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENTS Auth.: HR 70-3 - 25x1

Date: A4Lfl

Since preparation of ou$ riginal memorandum dated 1 August 1946
on the subject of "Ghost Rockets" over Scandinavia, additional intelli-
gence indicates that the former tentative conclusions should be some-
what modified.

1. The weight of evidence now points to Peenemunde rather than to
the Gulf of Finland as the probable launching site of most of these
"rockets".

a. While it was originally believed that the German installa-
tions at Peenemunde had been dismantled and shipped to the U.S.S.R.,
General MoNarney now reports that Peenemuande is operational.

b. The U. S. Military Attache Moscow has reported that a key
Swedish Air Officer stated th at, on the basis of Swedish radar course-
plotting, most of the launchings have been identified with the Peenemunde
area.

25X1

d. The Leopoldville radio reported in July that the Soviets
were warning shipping against passage through oertain parts of the Baltic
and were threatening the death penalty to seamen who might disclose the
"phenomena" which they saw.

2. On the basis of the above evidence it seems probable that the
U.S.S.R. is carrying out large-scale guided-missile tests around the
Baltio, in which most of the missiles are launched from the Peenemunde
area and traverse Sweden toward the Gulf of Bothnia.

3. It is the belief of CIG that scientific experimentation is the
primary Soviet objective and that political considerations, although
thoroughly appreciated, are secondary.

a. In view of transportation difficulties it would seem logical
for the Soviets to center their experimental program around Peenemunde
where manufacturing facilities, materials and German personnel would be
close at hand, rather than to set up new installations in Russia.

' SECRUT
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b. There have been several ±oreign estimates that only those
"rockets" which are off course, presumably through functional failure,
land in Sweden.

HOYT. 9. VANDENBERG
Lieutenant General, USA

No Objection To Declassificati3106OflT: NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1



No Objection To Declassificatid 200 /il 5T NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS SERVICE

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES)

DOCUMENT CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION

- -- -- - '- &oA sr i

x£eu ......- ( -9-.3O7-50---A

Mamlo far 4he Prwsitdu trei W.11an D. Lea. (ate) 648.8k6 A

FILE LOCATION T) 3 -*5* *

Foilig 'NP

RESTRICTION CODES

(A) Closed by Executive Order 11652 governing access to national security information.
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document.
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift.

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION GsA OC 7l.405 GSA FORM 712 17.72)

No Objection To Declassificati iOB6OR f: NLT-PSF-37-1-1-1


